Gyps fulvus is an important raptor to control for some agricultural pest (i.e. reptiles, amphibians, insects, rodents) 
Introduction
The griffon vulture Gyps fulvus is distributed in the western Palearctic which ranges from the Altai mountain (Mongolia) to the Iberian Peninsula. The species has colonial living in habitats as territorial and sparsely distributed. They use energetically economical soaring flight to travel long distances from nests and roosts in search of ungulate carcasses (10, 14) .
Genus Gyps have a large gregarious species breeding colonially in cliff, forming a large nesting groups. Their colonies usually consist of 10-20 pairs, but also some colonies have more than 100 pairs (1, 3) . Compared with morphological features, the Eurasian griffon has larger than the other species. And also, the species are threatened nowadays (2, 4, 11) .
Aim of this study is to investigate the seasonal fluctuations in population, activities in habitat uses, and biological features of griffon.
Materials and Methods

Study Area
The study area is located in Sütçüler County (Isparta-TURKEY). Four observation points -Yazılı Kanyon, Yeşilyurt, Değirmendere, Hydroelectric Power Station (HES) (Fig. 1) -were selected to stable occupancy of individuals and for good sighting in the area.
Sütçüler Station (37 29 19 North, 30 59 39 East) is surrounded by Beyşehir-Seydişehir (Konya), Eğirdir (Isparta), Serik and Manavgat counties (Antalya). It has 1287 km² and 250-2500 altitude (9).
The second station, Yazılı Kanyon (37 27 30 North, 30 55 22 East), has National Park status, limestone and steep rocky areas, and a canyon. The area has been used for social activities (ecotourism) during summer months such as camping, climbing, and fishing. 
Methods
Observations were performed from October 2007 to July 2008 in one colony having communal roosts in the study area. Daily activities were observed both breeding period and non-breeding period. Telescope (20-60X100), binoculars (10x30), digital photograph machine (EOS-1D's Mark II), camera (NV-GS320) were used to record activities. The observations in breeding season were performed more than the others. In order to confirm, every count was repeated several times. In selection of the stations having nesting and roosting area with limestone and steep rocks, it was taken into account to be exist of Gyps vulvus.
Data were recorded in day-long observations divided into three periods -respectively morning (06 00 -11 00 ), midday Table 1) .
TABLE 1 Observation times
Observations, distance from 300-600 m, and 500-800 m, were performed by binoculars (10X30) and a telescope (20-60X100).
In all analyses, non-parametric tests were used 0.05 level of significance as daily activities in the colony, and 
Results and Discussion
It was determined that the species don't leave roosting places especially in foggy weather because of catching thermal stream. Because climatic factors such as foggy, rainy and windy air affect individuals, they were not observed during October, November and December 2007 ( Table 2) . But in January it was observed that the number of individuals showed a significant increase.
TABLE 2
The number of individuals in the months Individuals were observed especially active at midday in breeding period because of requiring energy ( Table 2) , while being especially active morning and evening time, except for breeding period. The most individuals were determined at May-June 2008 ( Table 3) . We believed that that it might be originated from rising breeding activity in spring season having courtship behavior had been lasted during January. Activities in the nest was different in the day, i.e, departure time was about at 10 00 (06:00-11:00), arrival time about 17 00 afternoon (15:00-19:00) ( Table 2) .
As can be seen from Table 3 , the most individuals were observed in Yazılı Kanyon and Yeşilyurt, while the least number were recorded in Değirmendere and Hydroelectric Power Plant (HPP).
TABLE 3 Number of individuals in observation points
Eleven inactive and 1 active nests were determined in the study. The only active nest was in Yazılıkanyon National Park. In this nest, courtship behavior in breeding season had been continued about 20 minutes at 10 00 (AM) in the middle of day. It was not observed nest in HPP. We think that the nests in HPP were abandoned by causes originated in excessive noise pollution of power plants.
Hypoyhesis (exist or absent) has been tested for differences in common roosts and observation areas. In relation to statistical data, there were not significant differences among the periods in any observation places, because Chi Square test was not less than 0.05. While the authors observed the daily pattern in colony was different every stage of the breeding cycle (18, 19) , we determined daily and seasonal activity pattern in Sütçüler colony were more similar. Furthermore, the activities were the same on island of Crete (Greece). Individuals in the colony reach the most number during chick-rearing period (March-June).
Though Erdoğan (5) observed active nests and roosting areas of the species in Sütçüler (Değirmendere, HES), any activities were not observed in the two areas during our observations. This may be originated by individuals changed from the area to Station I and II because of habitat degradation, anthropologic effects, and lack of food. Our data that communal roost was located on limestone cliffs in Sütçüler was suitable findings of Cramp and Simmons, 
Conclusions
A lot of ornithological studies have been performed to determine causes of population decrease in the world, as well as Turkey. It is accepted that the best way in order to protect bird population is biological researches.
Marble-quarries and use of chemicals on agricultural lands around the area affects individuals negatively. If the factors put away from habitats, we think that the number of vulture could be increase. It must be taken account the study areas are an important to feed, rest and nest for Gyps fulvus. It is important to conserve for this species with both local and international protection. It must be given to local people about biological, ecological, and economical information. Yazılı Kanyon Natural Park of them is important for ecotourism, too. Ecotourism may be affected as a positive on conservation. So, positive factor are going to contribute for conservation efforts of the species.
